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BY  URBAN  AND  RURAL  RESIDENCE,  UNITED  STATES,  i960 

In  i960,  there  were  about  128  physicians  and  surgeons  for  every  100,000  persons 
in  the  United  States.   The  ratio  was  178  in  central  cities  of  metropolitan  areas, 
and  only  52  in  the  rural  areas.   The  ratio  of  dentists  to  population  was  60  in  urban 
areas,  and  only  22  in  rural  areas  (table  l). 

With  the  exceptions  of  occupations  of  clergyman  and  public  school  teacher,  and 
of  those  typically  rural,  such  as  veterinarian  and  farm  and  heme  management  advisor, 
professional  workers  were  concentrated  in  the  urban  areas  of  the  United  States .   For 
example,  although  rural  residents  comprised  about  30  percent  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States  in  i960,  only  12  percent  of  all  physicians  and  surgeons,  18  per- 
cent of  professional  nurses,  and  1^  percent  of  pharmacists  were  living  in  rural 
areas  (table  2). 

These  figures  are  derived  from:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census.  U.  S.  Census  of 
Population:   i960.   Subject  Reports.   Characteristics  of  Professional  Workers. 
Final  Report  PC(2)-7E^  196^ .   The  data  are  based  on  a  5 -percent  sample  of  census 
tabulations  and  therefore  are  subject  to  sampling  variability.   For  a  more  complete 
description  of  source  and  limitations  of  data,  consult  the  above  source. 

DEFINITIONS 

Urban-rural  residence. --In  general,  the  urban  population  comprises  all  persons 
living  in  urbanized  areas  and  in  places  of  2,500  inhabitants  or  more  outside  urban- 
ized areas.   The  population  not  classified  as  urban  constitutes  the  rural  population. 

An  urbanized  area. — Contains  at  least  one  city  of  50,000  or  more  and  the  sur- 
rounding, closely  settled  incorporated  places  and  unincorporated  areas  that  meet 
certain  criteria  relating  to  population  density  or  land  use.   The  urbanized  area  is 
divided  into  the  central  city,  or  cities,  and  the  urban  fringe.  All  persons  resid- 
ing in  an  urbanized  area  are  included  in  the  urban  population. 

0c c upa t i on . - -The  professional  occupations  listed  in  tables  1  and  2  are  those  of 
the  experienced  civilian  labor  force  in  i960.   The  experienced  civilian  labor  force 
comprises  the  employed  and  the  experienced  unemployed. 

For  the  employed,  data  on  occupation  relate  to  all  civilians  1^  years  old  and 
over  who  were  (a)  "at  work"--those  who  did  any  work  for  pay  or  profit  or  worked 
without  pay  for  15  hours  or  more  on  a  family  farm  or  in  a  family  business,  or  (b) 
were  "with  a  job  but  not  at  work" --those  who  did  not  work  and  were  not  looking  for 
work  but  had  a  job  or  business  from  which  they  were  temporarily  absent  because  of 
bad  weather,  industrial  dispute,  vacation,  illness,  or  other  personal  reasons. 
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Information  on  occupation  refers  to  the  job  held  during  the  reference  week  for  the 
census  in  April  i960.   If  the  person  was  employed  at  2  or  more  jobs,  the  job  at 
which  he  worked  the  greatest  number  of  hours  during  the  reference  period  was 
reported.   For  the  experienced  unemployed  persons,  and  for  those  not  in  the  labor 
force,  occupation  was  the  last  job  that  they  had  held. 

Urban-rural  residence  refers  to  the  area  in  which  the  person  lived  at  the  time 
of  the  census .   Not  all  urban  residents  worked  in  urban  areas  nor  did  all  rural 
residents  work  in  rural  areas.  For  example,  some  persons  in  each  residential  cate- 
gory may  have  commuted  to  another  residence  area  for  employment.  Most  employed 
persons,  however,  worked  in  the  same  area  in  which  they  resided. 

Comparability  with  other  data. --Because  i960  census  employment  data  were  ob- 
tained from  households,  they  differ  from  statistics  based  on  reports  from  profes- 
sional associations,  certain  government  programs,  and  professional  unions.  For 
example,  census  data  count  the  same  person  only  in  one  occupation  whereas  reports 
from  establishments  may  count  the  same  person  in  different  occupations  if  he  worked 
at  more  than  2  jobs  in  the  census  week.   Further,  establishment  data  generally  ex- 
clude many  self-employed  persons  and  may  exclude  persons  with  a  job  but  not  at  work. 
Statistics  based  on  organizational  membership  may  differ  from  census  results  because 
of  the  inclusion  of  persons  devoting  all  or  most  of  their  time  to  other  activities, 
the  inclusion  of  the  same  person  in  2  or  more  different  lists,  and  the  fact  that 
relatively  few  organizations  obtain  complete  coverage  of  membership  in  an  occu- 
pational field. 
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